Political Events preceding "Lusitania" Incident
existing situation, be solely to the advantage of the combatant
powers.
" This industry is at present only delivering its wares to the
enemies of Germany. The readiness, in theory, to do the same
for Germany, even if the transport were possible, does not alter
the case. If it is the desire of the American people to main-
tain an honourable neutrality, the United States will find the
means to stop this one-sided traffic in arms, or at least to use
it for the purpose of protecting legitimate commerce with
Germany, particularly in respect of foodstuffs. This conception
of neutrality should appeal all the more to the United States
in view of the fact that they have allowed themselves to be
influenced by the same standpoint in their policy in regard to
Mexico, On the 4th February, 1914, President Wilson, accord-
ing to a statement of a member of Congress on 30th December,
1914, before the commission for foreign affairs with regard to
the withdrawal of the prohibition of the export of arms to
Mexico, said : ' We shall be observing true neutrality by taking
into consideration the accompanying circumstances of the
case/ * * , He then took up the following point of view :
' Carranza, in contrast to Huerta, has no ports at his disposal
for the importation of war-material, so in his case we are bound,
as a State, to treat Carranza and Huerta alike, if we are to be
true to the real spirit of neutrality and not mere paper neu-
trality/
" This point of view, applied to the present case, indicates
prohibition of the export of arms/*
Although during the war all Notes were at once made public,
the American Government were very annoyed at my publishing
this memorandum, which in any case would have met with no
success* The agitation for the prohibition of the export of
arms and irmnitions was vigorously pressed* and in spite of the
*' Lusitania incident ** never completely subsided. But the
American Government held to their point of view, which they
explained to me on the axst April, as follows :
" In the third place, I note with^incet* regret that, in dis-
cussing the sale and exportation of arms by citizens oi the
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